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1. Read the following passage and answer the questions.

There are so many fears in the air, and so many of them are unfounded.
Politicians, advocacy groups, and TV news magazines manipulate our perceptions
of fear and profit from our anxieties. Television news programs survive on scares.
On local newscasts, where producers live by the dictum “if it bleeds, it leads,”
drugs, crime, and disaster stories make up most of the news portion of the
broadcasts. Evening newscasts on the major networks are somewhat less bloody,
but between 1990 and 1998, when the nation’s murder rate declined by 20
percent, the number of murder stories on network newscasts increased 600 percent.

There should be no mystery about where much of the money and labor can

be found—in “the culture of fear” itself. We waste tens of billions of dollars and

person-hours every year on largely mythical hazards like road rage, on prison cells
occupied by people who pose little or no danger to others, on programs designed
to protect young people from dangers that few of them ever face, on
compensation for victims of metaphorical illnesses, and on technology to make

airline travel—which is already safer than other means of transportation—safer still.

1. Based on this passage, (1) elaborate what the author means by “the
culture of fear” and (2) provide TWO specific and your own examples
from Korean society that can support the author’s idea. (30 points, 10-15

lines)



2-3. Read the following passages and answer the questions.

(A) Everyone tells a white lie on occasion. Some white lies save relationships,
some ease a hectic situation, and others buy us time. Stretching the truth is a
natural component of human instinct because it’s the easy way out. As long as
we are not hurting others or breaking the law, these innocent lies can make life
more pleasant. They can absorb potential friction between our varying personalities
and vacillating moods as we nudge into one another on the quests we take
through our daily routines. Most of these white lies only stretch an interpretation
of what the truth actually is.

(B) Writers over the past two centuries have more than embraced Rousseau's
challenge to reveal their hearts with equal sincerity. One has only to survey the
popular media of the past decade to recognize that Rousseau's influence persists:
we live in a confessional culture, surrounded by tell-all talk shows, Internet
diaries, best-selling memoirs, and autobiographical poems. These autobiographical
practices necessarily rely on a shared belief in sincerity, the notion that includes
originality, spontaneity, authenticity, artlessness, and immediacy. Sincere
autobiographical texts should make the essentially moral promise that the author is
who she says she is and that she means what she says: in short, that she speaks
openly and honestly.

(C) Forrest Carter was the bestselling author of The Education of Little Tree: A
True Story, a literary phenomenon that was published in 1976. The Education of
Little Tree, about a Native American orphan boy named Forrest who learns about
life from his sage Cherokee grandparents, has never been out of print since it was
first published. But Forrest Carter’s most memorable creation was himself. “Forrest
Carter,” revered author of the beloved Little Tree, was actually Asa Carter—
aggressive segregationist, former KKK member, and professional racist. The
question of whether The Education of Little Tree represented a conscious attempt
by Forrest Carter to rehabilitate himself can never be answered. In an essay,
Henry Louis Gates argued that the sordid past of the author is irrelevant to the
book’s message and theme, which is one of tolerance and acceptance.

2. Compare and contrast Passage (A) and Passage (B), focusing on their
attitudes toward "lying." (30 points, 10-15 lines)

3. Do you think that the case presented in Passage (C) can be included
in the category of 'white lies"? Discuss your opinion, using the
description of "white lies" in Passage (A). (40 points, 10-15 lines)
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“The culture of fear” captures the situation in which our societies are brimming with a
sense of fear, although it is largely overestimated and uncorroborated. According to this
passage, it is especially politicians and the media that feed on this fear and resultant
anxieties. Two examples that can be found in Korean society are media frenzies over
“motiveless crimes” and school violence including bullying. It is not uncommon for TV
newscasts and newspapers to cover brutal and horrific crimes as their top headlines:
however, the Korean media are likely to label some of these crimes as “motiveless”
without trying to dig deeper into their causes, and this labeling makes people feel
helpless and wvulnerable. School bullying is another favorite topic that frequently appears
in the news. However, the media usually elaborate more on the horrific details of the
incidents without providing in-depth analyses on the cause of the problem or possible
solutions. The attitudes of the Korean media toward these issues generate exaggerated
anxieties that does not have way out and increase social costs.
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While the author of passage (A) describes that some lies are acceptable in daily life, the
writer of passage (B) insists that writers should adhere to sincerity and implicates that a
lie seems to be a vice to be avoided. Passage (A) shows its generous stance toward a
certain type of lie, which is a "white lie" regarded as "stretching the truth" in the
excerpt. Furthermore, the author of (A) accepts that "stretching the truth" is one part of
human instinct. On the other hand, the author of (B) keeps the zero-tolerant attitude
toward lying. For instance, his or her perspective is clearly observed in the following
sentence: "autobiographical practices necessarily rely on a shared belief in sincerity".
Specifically, in the final sentence, the author of (B) equates sincerity in the text with the
moral commitment every author should make. In summary, the author of (A) treats
white lies as a necessary component of life, whereas the author of (B) represents

dishonest writers as having a moral flaw in autobiographical practice.
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=oF 83 1: Forrest Carter's case presented in Passage (C) can be included in the
category of "white lies." In Passage (A), the author suggests that white lies are
acceptable as long as they do not hurt others or break laws. Carter's concealment of
his racist past is not entirely a sincere act, but it does not harm other people or cause
legal problems. In addition, Passage (A) explains that white lies absorb potential friction
between our varying personalities and vacillating moods. Every individual has multiple
aspects within his or her personality, and these varying aspects may take turns and
become dominant in different stages of life. Forrest Carter used to be a segregationist
and KKK member in the past, but his choice of focusing on other aspects of his life in
the book cannot be criticized. In this sense, as Gates argues in Passage (C), the immoral



past of the author should not be confused with the message conveyed in the book.

=oF 93 2: Forrest Carter's case presented in Passage (C) cannot be included in the
category of "white lies." According to Passage (A), white lies have useful purposes and
functions that can justify their use. For example, white lies save relationships, ease a
hectic situation, or buy time for their users. In contrast, Carter's lie in Passage (C) does
not have any justifiable purpose or function. Carter's concealment of his past was
probably only aimed at his own literary fame and material success as an author. Also,
Passage (A) suggests that white lies are relatively trivial ones that can make life more
pleasant in our daily routine. A systematic concealment of one's own past is definitely
much more serious than such trivial lies we can encounter in our daily life. The
category of white lies cannot be extended to include Carter's act of forging his entire
identity and intentionally misleading his readers.
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